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KHS Board of Directors 
 

President/Archivist 
  Ernie Plummer  
Vice President/Librarian 
  Bruce Kirkham 
Treasurer 
  Kathy Kirkham 
Secretary 
  Emily Schroeder 
Members at Large 
  Anne Cough 
  Benjamin Doty 
  Jonathan Hillier 
  Kent London 
  Roger Pomerleau 
  Betsy Sawyer 
  Phyllis vonHerrlich 
  Stephen Weston 
Membership Secretary 
  Joan Plummer  

 Advisory Committee 
 John Bridge 
 John Finnegan 
 Thomas Johnson  
 Mark Johnston 
 Sally Joy/newsletter  
     editor 
 Sheilah F. McCarthy 

   John O’Connor 
   Joseph M. O’Donnell  

 Joseph Owen/newsletter 
 Katy Perry 
 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 
 William Sprague Jr.  

Total membership:  
 388 on February 12 
 Life members: 152 

 

 
March Program 

Lithgow Public Library: “The People’s University” 
 On Wednesday, March 19, the 
Kennebec Historical Society and 
Lithgow Public Library will co-
sponsor a program on the history of 
the library. With words and pictures, 
Lithgow Director Betsy Pohl will 
reflect on the Augusta library’s rich 
history, its bustling present and its 
promising future. 
 For 118 years, Lithgow Public 
Library has served generations of 
capital-area residents in its beautiful 
granite building at the corner of 
Winthrop and State streets. 

 Betsy Pohl has been the director of 
Lithgow Public Library for 23 years. She 
received a bachelor of arts degree in history 
from Bates College and earned her master’s 
degree in library and information science 
from Simmons College in Boston. Prior to 
moving to Augusta, Betsy worked at the 
Beverly (Massachusetts) Public Library and 
Boston’s historic Social Law Library. She is 
a member of the American Library 
Association, the Public Library Association 
and the Maine Library Association. Betsy 
has served on several statewide library committees, including the Minerva Executive Board 
and the Maine State Court Library Committee. Locally, she has served on the board of the 
Children’s Center and is an active member of the Augusta Kiwanis Club, of which she was 
president in 2008-2009. Betsy has two grown daughters and lives in Augusta with her 
husband, Dean, a retired librarian. 
 The city-owned library is named for Llewellyn Lithgow (1796-1881), a local merchant 
whose $20,000 bequest became the financial cornerstone of a fundraising effort that resulted 
in the construction of the original library building from 1894 to 1896. An addition was built 
in 1979 on the north side.  A more detailed description of the library’s history can be found 
on its website. 
 The library now is in the midst of another fundraising campaign, which would help 
finance the demolition of the 1979 wing and the construction of a larger addition that would 
be architecturally compatible with the original Romanesque Renaissance-style building.  The 
$8.1 million project would be accomplished in a public-private partnership of the city of 
Augusta and the Friends of Lithgow Public Library. 
 The meeting will take place at the library, 45 Winthrop Street in Augusta, beginning at 
6:30 p.m. 
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From the KHS President: Moving the Annual Meeting Date 
 Another year has gone by; welcome to 2014. On May 7, 2014, the society will be 123 years old. This 
newsletter will be in continuous publication for 23 years; the first society newsletter was published 51 years 
ago. This will be our seventh year in our home at 107 Winthrop Street in Augusta. During these years, there 
have been many changes, and the Board of Directors is considering yet one more. 
 Last year, I discussed a desire to increase participation by the membership, particularly with regard to the 
annual meeting. We attempted a tweak this year that we thought might help; we moved the meeting to a 
Sunday afternoon. Once again, weather interfered, as did a New England Patriots playoff game. We 
experienced an even lower attendance. We got our work done because we had a quorum, but the board has 
decided to take another tack. 
 In June or July, we will be calling a special meeting of the society membership to vote on a change to the 
society’s bylaws. This proposed change will be to move future annual meetings to July or August. 
 We hope not to change our fiscal year, but rather the board would propose and publish an interim budget in 
January and would present a final budget proposal at the annual meeting. This would mesh with the June 
annual appeal schedule the Development Committee has established. 
 Election of directors and officers would take place at the annual meeting. 
 The annual meeting would be scheduled at a time separate from the monthly program and take place at the 
society’s headquarters. 
 Hopefully, all this would increase participation and allow some of our members who are not here in January 
to participate. If you have any concerns or questions about this course of action, please let us know. 
 Thanks for reading. 

 – Ernie Plummer 
 

 

KENNEBEC KITCHENS REVISITED 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
                   INSTRUCTIONS 
 
The Kennebec Current is adding a new column 
called Kennebec Kitchens Revisited. We 
would like you to send us either by regular 
mail or e-mail one of your favorite recipes to 
be included in this column. 
 
The original Kennebec Kitchens recipe book, 
published in 2002, was very successful. From 
that book we are featuring a recipe from one of 
our former presidents, the late Mary Maher 
“Hully” McCarthy.  
 
Hully said that “these tarts used to ‘star’ in my 
annual Christmas cookie collection, but they 
have also been requested for family birthday 
parties and even for a spring wedding 
reception.” Enjoy! 
 

 
                    INGREDIENTS 
 
Two-Bite Honey Nut Tarts 
 
1 pkg. pie crust for a two crust pie 
1 cup honey – 2/3 cup butter, melted & cooled 
4 eggs – 1 cup light brown sugar, packed 
2/3 cup macadamia nuts, finely chopped 
 
Prepare pie crust and roll out, divide into two 
parts. Place a 2” tart shell on crust, face down, 
cut round it. Gently press dough into shells and 
trim. Line the bottom of the crust with nuts. 
Combine beaten eggs, sugar, honey, butter and 
spoon onto nuts, about 2 teaspoons each tart. 
Bake on cookie sheet at 425 for 14-15 minutes 
until mixture puffs and is golden brown. 
Remove from oven and tarts can be decorated 
with candied red or green cherries. 
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April Program 
“Monumental Matters” 

 
 The proper cleaning of old gravestones will be the subject of a 
presentation by Donna-Mae Bean on April 16 at the Augusta City 
Center, 16 Cony Street in Augusta at 6:30 p.m. 
 Ms. Bean’s gravestone preservation company, Gravestone 
Concerns, L.L.C., located in Sidney, provides not only cleaning 
services for badly soiled gravestones, but also straightens leaning 
stones, repairs broken stones, rebuilds missing portions of stones, and 
installs new bases when needed. She says that when cleaning dirt and 
biological growth from cemetery monuments, too many times people 
with good intentions use cleaning methods and products that are, in 
fact, more harmful to old gravestones than the debris they are 
attempting to remove. Old slate and marble stones are fragile and need 
to be handled with care; only cleaning techniques and products that are 
appropriate for historic stone should be used on them.  
  This program will include a PowerPoint presentation with 
examples of stones that should not be cleaned, before and after 
pictures of cleaned stones, and a display of equipment and materials 
required for cleaning gravestones. 
 Ms. Bean’s training in gravestone preservation techniques was 
acquired through various workshops sponsored by the Maine Old Cemetery Association and the national 
Association  for  Gravestone  Studies.  She  is  a  member  of  both  associations,  as  well  as  the  Maine  Cemetery  
Association.   
 
 

Transcription Group Formed 
 Wayne Barter, Avery Dunn, Sally Joy, Bruce and Kathy Kirkham, and Betsy Sawyer are meeting at the 
Society at 4 o’clock on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month to transcribe letters in the collection. 
Currently they are working on letters Orville Lambard wrote to his mother from Sacramento in 1859 and 1860. 
If this sounds interesting, come join them. (See related article on page 6.) Reservations are not required. 
 
 

In Memoriam 
 
 Former Kennebec Historical Society member Margaret A. Whalen died on January 24 in Shrewsbury, 
Massachusetts. Ms. Whalen, 97, donated a collection of 320 items – books, documents, and maps pertaining to 
local history – to the society in 2000.  A lifelong resident of Maine until her move to Massachusetts a few years 
ago, she was employed for many years by the state of Maine as a librarian and archivist and was a life member 
of the American Historical Society. 
       
      Longtime KHS volunteer Eva H. Donnell, 83, of Augusta, died unexpectedly February 13 at MaineGeneral 
Medical Center’s Alfond Center for Health in Augusta.  Mrs. Donnell, a retiree who had worked for more than 
30 years for the New England Telephone and Telegraph Co., said on more than one occasion that she didn’t 
want to become a society member, asserting that when you join an organization, that’s when people start asking 
you to do things. Even so, she was a regular attendee at KHS programs and showed up repeatedly – usually with 
a friend, KHS member Lillian Skillin – to help the society mail this newsletter and conduct its annual Carriage 
House Sale every June.  
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The Collections Box 
 Depending on your age, you first encountered three-dimensional photography either through a stereoscope 
or a View Master. The former was invented by Sir Clark Wheatstone and perfected by David Brewster and Jules 
Duboscq  in the early 19th century. The hand-held stereoscope, the device familiar to most of us, was invented 
in 1861 by Oliver Wendell Holmes, father of the famous U.S. Supreme Court associate justice of the same 
name, who purposely did not seek a patent. 
 Most of the early cards were of buildings and people here and abroad, providing the viewer stereoscopic 
sightseeing. Photos of famous buildings, parks, ships, and bridges were augmented with those of important 
historical events – inaugurations, coronations, disasters, funerals, weddings, wars, and parades. Also cards 
enabled the viewer to escape from a boring, if safe, small-town life and to see customs and costumes in foreign 
lands. Many cards were offered in sets of ten or fifty or one hundred. 
 Local  photographers,  such  as  Henry  Bailey,  J.  W.  Lane,  and  Simon  King,  of  Augusta;  A.  F.  Morse,  of  
Hallowell; and A. R. Simons, of Gardiner, sold individual cards of train wrecks and other local events as well as 
sets with titles such as “Views of Augusta” or “Views of the Kennebec Valley.” Occasionally, individuals would 
request stereo cards of their family, or house, or barn. 
 The stereo card survived into the 1930s, but, as it was two-tone, except when it was hand-colored, it was 
replaced by the View Master. Invented in 1939 by Edwin Mayer of Portland, Oregon, the View Master provided 
color stereoscopic sightseeing. Unlike the personal stereo card, the emphasis was almost entirely on public 
places and views.  
 This spring, we will feature selections from our stereo card collection in the display case in the foyer at 107 
Winthrop Street. 

For the Collections Committee  
– Bruce Kirkham 

 
Mystery Stereo View 

 
 We recently acquired the stereo view by Henry Bailey, of Augusta (shown below). The scene was not 
identified, but it illustrates a not uncommon attempt by a family of some means to immortalize their family and 
homestead. Note that there is a three-chimney house at the upper left, a barn in the upper center partially 
obscured  by  trees,  and  a  second  barn  to  the  right.  Posed  in  the  right  center  is  the  family:  two  adults,  three  
children and, I think, two dogs.  As Bailey took the picture, I assume the farm is in the Augusta area. I am 
hoping that the topography is sufficiently distinct to help identify the location, and maybe the family. Can 
anyone help? 
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Intern Positions Open for the Summer of 2014 
 The Kennebec Historical Society has established two paid summer internships for the summer of 2014. 
The positions will be for 12 hours per week for 10 weeks. Training and supervision will be provided by the 
Library/Archive staff. Successful candidates will be pursuing college level studies in History or Library 
Science, will show excellent attention to detail in their work, and will be competent in the use of 
Microsoft® Office tools. An application can be forwarded by e-mail to: khs@gwi.net and should include a 
brief description of your current course of study, available dates, and a short CV that includes GPA and 
academic references. A Job Description for this position is available on our website, 
www.kennebechistorical.org, home page at the Summer Intern Job Description link. The decision on offers 
will be made in the month of March. 
 
 

Paid Researchers Needed 
 KHS generally provides about one hour of free research to patrons who can’t conveniently come to the 
Reading Room. Sometimes, however, the research needed extends beyond that one hour. We have set a 
charge of $35 per hour for that kind of research. Our basic problem is that we don’t have researchers. At its 
meeting on February 12, 2014, the board approved paying researchers $20 per hour to do research; the 
residual $15 will go to the society and covers some of the cost of our archive. A researcher is on standby 
and there is no guarantee that a call will come in or when it might happen. We now have hired one person 
to do this, but would like to have others available. Our primary goal is to make our archival holdings 
available to distant researchers. There is no expectation that researchers will go outside the society to do 
research. 
 A researcher will need to be familiar with the history of the area and with the contents of the archive. 
They will do most of the work at society headquarters. We will provide orientation and training to 
interested people. Please contact us by e-mail at khs@gwi.net or call 622-7718 if you are interested. 
 

 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Members 
 
Conrad and Lois Ayotte, Manchester 
John Fallona, Gardiner 
Jason Gall, Augusta 
Rob and Cathy Gordon, Bowdoinham 
Emily Fuller Hawkins, Blue Hill 
Randy and Teresa Hutchins, Augusta 
Cynthia Murray-Beliveau, Hallowell 
Ida S. Owen, Augusta 
Richard and Janet Parkhurst, Readfield 
Norman Pomerleau, Augusta 
Peter and Sandra Prescott, Manchester 
Scott and Jennie Small, Augusta 
Richard and Patricia Tardiff, Augusta 

William H. Tozier, Hallowell 
Rosamund Tasha Wallis, Morrisville, Vermont 
Andrew B. Loman, Augusta 
Kathlyn S. O’Brien, Augusta 
Vicki Kozak, Manchester 
 
Sponsoring Business Members 
Stephen Weston, Fine Furniture Conservation, 
Winthrop  

Pine Tree Trading Company, Distributor, 
Gardiner 
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A Family’s Correspondence from Maine to California 
 

 Born in Augusta, Maine, on July 22, 1796, Allen Lambard 
(pictured at left) was the son of Barnabas Lambard and Dorothy 
Ballard. His father had arrived in Augusta from Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, around 1795; while his mother, born in Oxford, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, had accompanied her parents, 
Ephraim and Martha Moore Ballard, to Augusta in 1787. She was 
known in her mother’s now-famous diary as Dolly. 
 Allen was apparently an adventurous and entrepreneurial young 
man, traveling at 22 to Charleston, South Carolina, where he worked 
for two or three years as a clerk in a mercantile house. After that he was 
involved in the “commission business,” according to Augusta historian 
James North, returning to Augusta in 1825 with $12,000. In 1826, he 
built a “low stone building” on his property on the east side of the river 
and opened a distillery, which was reported to have produced “barrels 
upon barrels upon barrels of New England rum”; its success was 
accompanied by its being named “Deacon Gile’s Distillery” after a 
fictional one created by George Barrett Cheever in 1833. Cheever’s text 
was part of the temperance movement, the latter being the cause of the 

demise of Lambard’s distillery business. Not to be deterred, he refitted the building as an iron foundry. By the 
time of the 1850 U.S. Census, his real estate investment was $30,000. 
 Augusta in the 1850s was described by Allen Lambard in a letter to well-known politician and businessman 
Reuel Williams as being “all down flat,” thus causing Lambard to go in 1852 to California, where he repeated 
the construction of an iron foundry – not in San Francisco, but rather in Sacramento, because, according to 
Lambard, San Francisco had too much competition, expensive land, and a risk of fire. 
 In 1825, Allen Lambard married Sibyl Angier Farnham in Boston. She had worked in 1824 as the teacher in 
Augusta’s Cony Female Academy, leaving that position to marry Lambard. Her family was a prominent one in 
Boston, the likely reason the marriage was held in Boston. Seven children were born from this marriage. In his 
1852 letter to Williams, Lambard wrote, “I do not want any of our wives and daughters to come here.”  He also 
proposed to ask Thomas, his brother, or one of his surviving sons, Charles A. Lambard and Orville Dewey 
Lambard, to come to California to either share the task of managing the foundry or replace him completely since 
he’d “rather be in” Augusta “than any where else.”  Since Thomas and Charles Allen Lambard were married, the 
duty fell to the single son, Orville, who went to California as business manager and stayed for the next 25 years. 
 The Kennebec Historical Society purchased a collection of Lambard family letters in 1991 at auction. In 
2013, we were able to obtain a copy of another from the Maine Historical Society and purchase two from eBay. 
We now have about 70 letters written by the family, mostly in the California years and mostly between Orville 
and his mother. We have placed transcription of these letters as a priority and are seeking additional letters – all 
this since they represent a very personal view of Augusta and expatriate Augustans in California during the 
middle of the 19th century. The story of the Lambard family will be continued as we complete the transcription 
of their letters. 
 
 

You Know a Lot About Kennebec County; Help Us Help People Who Don’t 
 We often get inquiries at the society that we simply can’t answer immediately.  For example: When did 
electricity first come to Augusta?  We can often find the answer by doing research in the archive, but we think that 
there may be people among our membership who could tells us, right off, what the answer is or at least give us a clue 
to start us out. 
 What we would like to do is put together a list of people who we could contact by e-mail and pose a question that 
we’ve been asked about the Kennebec County area.  Anyone with an answer could then just send it to us by replying 
to the e-mail.  This would not involve a lot of time, since we only get these questions occasionally and we’re 
expecting answers from what you know, not from research. 
 If you are interested in joining our Kennebec Answer Team (KAT), please send us an email to khs@gwi.net.
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From Our Mailbox … 
January 27, 2014 

 
Dear Ms. Joy, 
 This letter is in reference to the article about the closing of the local hospital. I was interested to read that the 
hospital had for a time been located on Crosby Street. I grew up on Crosby Street diagonally across from the old 
hospital building. In the 1930s and ’40s it was owned by Mr. Plante, who lived in the main part and rented out 
two or three attached apartments. 
 I have been told that the building directly opposite the hospital had once been a school. Perhaps the society 
has records to corroborate this fact. In my time it was a two-family house and the owner was Mr. LaLiberte, 
who also owned the Augusta Ice Company. 
 Crosby Street has changed very little from what it was in the 1930s. Externally all of the houses look as I 
remember then. 
 By the way, I think that Joe Owen’s father and I were classmates in the old Smith Grammar School, which 
stood on the corner of State and Bridge streets. 
 I enjoy the Kennebec Current. Keep up the good work. 
  

Sincerely, 
Ellis E. Walker 

 
… and We Respond 

 
The publication Our Hospital, 1898-1927 says: “Public-

spirited citizens opened their purses, $7,000 was subscribed and 
in April 1898, the hospital opened its doors.”  This was the first 
hospital in Augusta; before that all treatments were in the home. 
Interestingly, Dr. William H. Harris (1861-1934) was one of the 
original founders of this hospital and Augusta General Hospital. 
His portrait hangs in the Fuller Exhibition Parlor at the 
Kennebec Historical Society’s headquarters. 

The 1899-1900 Augusta directory has this listing: “Augusta 
City Hospital, Sarah Hayden matron, 32 Crosby.” By 1939 the 
listing for 32 Crosby Street is for Gaudiase and Delvina P. 
Plante; he is listed as retired. There are other families in the 
buildings. 

 
 
 
 

     At least from 1871-1882, according to the Augusta 
city directories, the school was called the Crosby Street 
School. It is not clear when it ceased to be a school and 
was converted to a multifamily home, but in 1895 the 
Sanborn map shows some of the porches seen below 
attached to the central brick structure. 
     Also, Joe Owen, author of the article in the 
November-December 2013 issue mentioned by Mr. 
Walker in the letter above, reports that his father, Joseph 
Owen Sr. (1923-2009), did indeed attend Smith Grammar 
School, from the late 1920s to the mid-1930s. 

 

Augusta City Hospital site about 1939 
Owners: Gaudiase and Delvina P. Plante and 
others 

Former Crosby School Site at 29 Crosby Street 
about 1939 
Owners: Multiple including Joseph A. LaLiberte 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 
 

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code: _______________________________ 

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business ______________________________________ 

E-mail address:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________ 
 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___    __________________________ 
 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  
  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___  Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 
  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___  __________________________ 
  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 
  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75  _________________________  
  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125 ___________________________ 
  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___  _________________________________ 
      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 
 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 
This line and below for society use only: Date received: ________________________ 
Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Hours: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday; other times by appointment 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: khs@gwi.net 
Telephone:  (207) 622-7718     Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


